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known today as Michigan State University! When founded, the campus

C. Holmes, a huge advocator for the creation of the school, desiqned the
original two buildings on campus, College Hall and Saints’ Rest. College

first dormitory, In 1¥70 Williams Hall was opened, it was used as a

hall!
In the late 1¥00s there were not garbage SjsEems Lnke we have Ecdaj

i

located to the south of the buddmg‘
In the winter of 1%76, while the students were away for breal, Saints’
IRest burned to the ground. The land was capped until MSU's

Program (CAP) with an excavation ot the location of the dormitory. In the

the Location of the trash pit. This excavation is referred to as Sainks’ Rest
Rescue,
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“The methodology of my research is best understood in kwo parts.

: Part One: Sainks’ Resk Rescue:

database (L.e. glass, ceramic, metal, ete.)

o Basic exploratory data analysis of artifacts based on bype,
frequ,ewcv, weilght

e Chronological assessment of artifacts

*Most valuable information was found from ceramics

H Park Two: Sainks’ Rest Compariso»x:
e Used Heakher L. Mustonens thesis on 2008 Sainks’ Resk excavation to
do a comparative analysis of the artifact assemblages

W the time period and function of the space ol campus
* Focused mostly on ceramics

o Created pie charts of artifacts

| o Dated the sites based own artifacts

In 15 Agri,u,urai oi.ege of the State of Michigan was founded,

consisted of 676.57 acres of Lland, most of which was heavily forested. John

[Hall was where classes took place and Saints’ Rest (pia&ured above) was the
dormitory as well, and many of Saints’ Rest’s functions, such as the kitchen,

dining, and laundry services were transferred to Williams Hall. Sainks’ Rest
essev\&iauv became bhe “dormi&orv” while Williams Hall became the “boardims

)ISesquE,cen&ehumi U 2008, which was celebrated b'j MSU's Campus Arckaeolag'j

fall of 200% and summer of 2009 follow up excavations were conducted at

*Used distinet markings (Le. Liddle, Elliot & Son, 3 Wedgwood) |

M\ e Compared artifact types, frequencies and weights to get an idea of

0 Q; rQMS
By: Lindsaj Wancour
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" The analytical findings of my research are best expressed with charts. By
creating charts of the overall artifact bypes found, I was able to look ot what

the pit was probably being used for. Looking further into the ceramic
breakdown, I found that most of the ceramic was Iron Stoneware. Most of it
was hexpensive ukilitarian makerial, Ejpécauv bowls and tho&es. The mass
amount of inexpensive bowls and plates tells us that this pit was probably
Linked to the dining hall. Many broken glasses were also found, but since they
did not have any markings they were not analyzed as thoroughly, There were a
Lot of faunal remains as well, many of which were cut cow bones, indicating
the cow had been bukchered. The mass amount of glasses, and cow remmnants
also steers us toward the dining hall theory, At the time of Saints’ Rest demise, |
Williams Hall was being used as the dining Llocation on campus, Using nalker’s

marks on several pieces of ceramic, I was able to narrow down the terminus
post quem (the earliest date the pit was from) to determine which building the
‘PLE was related to,
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N there was Little evidence c:wf the dining hall’s ‘former Location.
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Comparisow
e Both Saints’ Rest and Sainks’ Rest Rescue had large amounts of
Iron Stoneware uncovered
e Debermined the terminus post quem (Ehe earliest dake the pit was
from) was between 1¥62-1%6%

o Majority of Iron Stoneware found at Saints’ Rest were personal
ttems (Le. shaving mug, toothbrush holders, ete.)

| o Majority of Iron Stoneware found ab Rescue were dining ikems.
e Minimal amounts of faunal remains found ab Sainks’ Rest
o Sainks’ Rest Rescue had a Lot of bubtchered cow bones uncovered.

Conclusions:
| The ceramics analyzed tell us that the trash pit was de{ini&etv i use
l before Williams hall was constructed in 1%70, There is strong evidence

il

| that the pit was used as a refuse pit for the dining hall on campus,
which at the time was Saints’ Rest. By the time Saints’ Rest buried down,




